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Kerala nurse in Saudi contracts China
virus, 30 more quarantined in hospital

Thiravananthaparam
At least thirty nurses from
Kerala WEre reportedly
gquarantined in a hospital
in Saudi Asabia after ane
af them tested positive far
deadly coronavirus  that
claimed =ewveral lives in
China, said their relatives.
After the news surfaced, chief
minister Pinarayi  Vijayan
=sent a letter ta external affairs
mnister Jayshankar seeling
his immediate interventian.
“Hepaoris sUgrest BOTNE
nurses working at the Al
Hyat Hospital in Abha have
cantfacted the wvirua. The
MEA wnll have ta intervene

channel over

o ensure proper ireatment
and protection for them,” he
asaid mn the letier. Abha is the
capital city of Asser province
m southwest Ssudi Arabia
The incident came ta light after
same of the affected nurses
called up their relatives hack
home and complained about
thewr sitwation. “We have
been herded in two rooms aof
the hoapital for more rthan
twa Jfays. Mo proper tests
wereg daone and we are nat
treated properly. We hawve
alzo complained to Indian
Embassy afficials,™ one af
them tokd a Malayalam news
the phane.

Minsarer of State for External
Affairs YV Muraleedahran
said the condition af the
affected patient was siahle
and embassy afficials  arve
manitaring the  smuation.
“Maore than 10} Indian nurses

| are working in the hospiral

and thirty of them are under
obeervation. No fresh case
has been reporved.” he said
im Delhi. As per demails
available. a 28-year-cld nurse
hailing from Ettumanoor in

| Kottayam was contracted the

virus while treating a Filipino
wha had rested pogitive for the
deadly virus. Later all mirses
wha came in cantset with the
affected nurse were isolated
and put undes observation.
But quarantined nurses said
it was a panic reaction and
they were isolated without any
teats ar procedures “We were
tald out of 30 nurees swah
tests were condueted in 20
and all were tesied pogitve,
All of them have been izolated
because they have no idea
about the incubation peciod
of the virus. Their canditian is
really pitiable ™ said ane of the
relatives wha did not want w

he identified.

Bihar school has two teachers and a
cook for single student

Pataa : The low student-
teacher ratio has been a
problem across the country,
howrever, in Gaya there's &
government schoal that has
twa teachers for ane student,
hesides there is alao a caok
who prepares mid-day meal
far the lane student. The
excheques has to pay about
Rs 5% 000 every month for the
educatian of the lone stndent
af class ane, wha studies in
ane-starey school building

having four classrooms
besides a kitehen. The
sLate government pays
about Ba 58,000 far the
twa teschers emplayed
in the schaool and Ra

1. 500 for the cook
deputed there. Located
about 32 km sauth

fram Gaya distrier, the
Manzabigha government
primary schoal, under
Ehizarsarai police station
in Chizaili panchayat s
catching attention far
the high student-tescher
ratia’. Mulkthiya, Chiraili
panchayat, Dharmara)
Paswan, saud the schoal
was quite old but peaple
i the locality were mare
inclined towards taking
‘guality education” from
private schools that are in
plenty in the locality. *The
whale area has tranaformed
as & market place, =0 there
are many aptions af private
schaols far the peaple, sa they
ghy away from attending the
Mansabigha primary school ”
he said, adding the guality
aof education unparted by the
teachers i government schaol

was poar, 80 people have
maved ta private institutions.
He =zaid the Mansahigha
village was having abaut
30-35 hauses of upper caute
Bhumihats hegsdes 10-12
houses of Faswans. "Peaple
want quality education aa
they prefer private schaoaol,
instesd of povernment ane.”
gaid Paswan. The lone, ‘pricey”
student, Jhanvi Kumari, wha
iz a Paswan by caste, gets
special attentian af the twa
teachers. The mid-day meal
far her ia prepared by a coak
Ciwanti Devi, wha ia deputed
at the schaol. “Sametimes the
food far her is even brought
from neatby hotel to feed her,
as preparing for a studen
sametimes becames a difficult
task,” said ane of the teacher
Frivanka EKumari. She added
that altogether nine students
were enrolled in the schoal,
but just one attended the
clagees. “She will algo leave
the school after sometime_ ™
gshe saiwdl, When asked abowi
the syllabus and haw hes
exam was taken, Kumari aaid,
“We teach her to our best
alviliny ™
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TMC, Cong, CPI(M] slam BIP leader Kailash
Vijayvargiya for his comment on eating habits

Eolkata : The ruling
Tiinamonl Congresa  and
gppagition  Congress  amd

CPFYM) in West Bengal Friday
slammed BJP lesder Kailash
Vijayvargiva for his eomroent
inm which he expressed his
suspicion on mationality over
eating habits. The starernent
ig not an isolated one but A
reflection of the “racizt and
cammunal® mindset of the
present  BJP  dispensation,
the parties said. Vijawyvargiva,

wha iz the BJIP . nationsal
general secretary and  its
Bengal minder, had courted

cantioversy on Thursday by
stating that he had found
the eating hahits of some
af construction  lahsurers
warking at his house in [ndore
“srrange” as they were ealting
anly “poha’ [flatiened rice.
He had =said st had roused
his mationality and after
talking ta their supervisor
amd the building contractor
he suspected that they were
from Bangladesh. Senior TMC
lesder and state Minister of

ANI]

State for Parliamentary Affairs
Tapas Roy ssmid such racist
and ecommunal statements
are feflection of BIP's “anti-
Bengali® mindset. "We all
Enow that BJP i3 an anti-
Bengali party. Such communal
statements only reflect that
mindset. BIP and it leaders
dont know anything about
Bengal, its culiure and eating
habits and are dreaming of
ruling Bengal. They would get
a8 hefitting reply for insulting
Bengalia,®™ he sad Raoy's
view were echaoed by CPHM)
Polithoro member Maohammed
Salim_ wha alleged that BIP ia

urying o <o a racial profiling
af the country. “Just hecanse
sameane is not eating rati does
not make him a Bangladeshi.
Foha, which is known as chirey
in this part of the countrey, is a
staple diet and is very popular
as hreakiast food. What is BIP
trving to da? They are trving
ta racially profile the ecuntry
an the hasis of dress code,
eating hahits and lifestyle™
Salim  said. He also said
Vijayvargiva's comiments are
“just an extension” of Prime
Minizter Marendra Maodi's
remark that those indulging
in vialence aver the citizenship
law could be identified by their
attires. Madi, while addressing
a gally in Jharkhand in
Desember had zaid people wha
had set ablaze property during
anti CAA protests can be
identified by the clothes they
wore. Lesdes of Congress in
the Lak Sahha, Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhuory too  criticised
Vijayvrapya sand said his
cornments are an “inault to the
peaple of West Bengal™.
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